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MINISTERIAL VIRILITY— AND A SUGGESTION. 



Why do not young men go to church ? There are a hundred 

reasons, most of them as senseless as they are resultful, but we 

venture to specify one : Young men do not go to 

Ministerial church because the minister is not virile. But how 
Virility— . . 

What Is It? can a man S ain virility who has it not? By devo- 
tion to athletics ? Far be it from us to say that the 
minister should not be in sympathy with such things, but the 
athletic preacher must remember that he is not a preacher 
because he is an athlete. Muscularity is not spirituality. Chris- 
tian virility is to be most surely attained, not by turning one's 
self into an amateur athlete, but by thinking manfully, by con- 
versing manfully, by doing a man's work. 

The great preacher is virile, not because he is a golf 
enthusiast, but because he is devoting his entire energy to a 

legitimate work ; because in making men more 
Not Athletics Christlike he has a man's task before him ; because 

in the great truths of his Master he has the means 
of making, not only himself, but all men stronger and more 
manlike. 

Nor is ministerial virility the same thing as pulpit oratory. 
To tell the truth, oratory is a rare and dangerous gift. It not only 
exposes its possessor to some of the most subtle temptations 
to which successful men can be exposed, but its results are too 
often ephemeral. The man who goes to church to hear a minister 
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because he is an orator will not go to hear his successor because 
he is not an orator. Now, the church is something more than a 

perennial theological lyceum. Sensible instruction 
Not Oratory on the teaching of Jesus is worth all sorts of oratory. 

We venture to say that, taking the country over, 
the most successful churches are more likely to have been built 
up by poor speakers than by good speakers. Is it not a fact 
that those churches whose influence has been the most perma- 
nent, whose congregations have been the least migratory, which 
have best shown their faith by their gifts, have been those 
whose pastors have devoted themselves to the education rather 
than to the entertainment, or even the moving, of their hearers ? 
Of course, if a preacher can be both an educator and an orator, 
he should thank God and grow humble ; but if he can be only 
one, he should seek after the gift of prophecy ; for prophecy edi- 
fieth ; and just at present we need church-building rather than 
church ornamentation. 

Religious virility, in a minister at least, implies a virile intel- 
lectual life. To be a strong minister a man must have honest 
thoughts. He must never be a coward in his 

Intellectual think i n „ what influence other than bad can a 
Virility 6 

religious teacher have who refuses to investigate 

any doctrine for fear his theological system may collapse ? Is 
a theological system the end of faith ? To be intellectually 
virile a religious teacher must give up feeding upon homiletic 
aids — classified anecdotes, outlines of sermons, ready-made 
"applications." Let him feed upon the bread of life — the 
teaching of his Lord. No man can even try to think the 
thoughts of the Bible just as they stand, untouched by other 
men, without intellectual growth. To be virile, too, a preacher 
must stop aiming at entertaining his audience. His function is 
not that of a religious lecturer with a stereopticon attachment, 
but that of a prophet, bringing God to man. Earnestness, bibli- 
cal study, and expository preaching will go far, not only toward 
making the preacher himself manly, but toward winning men's 
respect for himself, the church, and Christian truth. 



EDITORIAL 5 

We frequently hear a pastor congratulating himself that he 

has been relieved of work in the Sunday school. The church, 

he declares, has judged it wise to let him center his 

need Of attention upon two sermons a Sunday ; and really 

Pastoral Work , , , . . N ... . , , _, .,. 

in the Sunday ( so thinks) this is quite enough! There will 

School be exceptions to any general statement, but we 

venture to admonish any pastor that instead of 
being relieved of the Sunday school he should put his best 
efforts into the Sunday school. Not that he should be super- 
intendent, but that he should know its weaknesses and its pos- 
sibilities ; that above all he should use every influence which 
he possesses in his church to make the Sunday school a genuine 
school for Christian education. The great majority of the mem- 
bers of our churches have entered as children. What is to be 
done with them ? Are they to be allowed to think that earnest 
Christian life consists in exhorting one another to do some- 
thing ? If so, what are they to do ? Exhort other people to 
do something? Should not these boys and girls who consti- 
tute nearly three-quarters of all the additions to our churches 
be educated into Christian maturity ? Public morality cannot 
long endure unless some sort of moral education is given the 
young. Figs do not grow from thistles. If a pastor once real- 
izes the importance of this matter, he will undertake at once the 
organization of a Bible class in which the young men and women 
shall be educated in the principles of Christianity. 

It is such considerations as these that suggest a word of 
advice born of experience and observation : Let every pastor 

see that there is organized in his church a young 
A Subbestion men's league for Bible study. It takes but little 

effort to make such a league a success, and any suc- 
cess it attains is sure to be permanent, for it rests not upon 
excitement, but, if properly taught, upon a genuine interest in 
the teaching of the Scriptures. 



